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The signs of spring coming into summer are all around. A blackbird industriously building its nest outside my 
office window. Seeds germinating in all the seed trays ready for the allotment and strange weather. One day we 
are sunbathing in the garden and today we had a picnic in the Hertfordshire countryside near Lilley which was 
alternatively sunny, windy and then hail, followed by us having a great time at Kimpton village fair where we 
enjoyed a bbq, tea and cakes, art display in the church (where we bought two ‘argumentative vases’ ) and en- 
joyed the Kimpton choir singing in the church. It was a real piece of old England . 


Family update: 


Firstly......David sadly died a few days ago and | guess it was a release as he was very ill towards the end and we 
remember him as a great person. Angela and the kids have been very brave and we all feel sad. 


Beau and Peachy are growing up so quickly and we will be seeing them soon after the funeral. DP is having some 
problems putting on his festival with some very awkward local police and councillors that really don’t grasp the 
positive vibes of this festival and lump it in with less gentle festivals... 


Tammy and Ben are planning more breaks as soon as Ben’s foot has healed and | really hope that | only report 
good news about his health from now on..they have put up with more than their fair share of heath problems. 


Larnie has just started an internship at a food-centred magazine and it is just right for her, allowing her to gain 
experience in a small environment where she is allowed great freedom. Possibly it is not ‘cutting edge’ but there 
is plenty of time to experience all sides of journalism. 


There is a new side to my lovely missus. Lynn now actually helps in the garden and on the allotment and despite 
protestations | think she actually enjoys seeing the fruits of our labours and is also making friends with others on 
the allotment. 


1am in touch with Linda in Canada and Arnon in Israel, Almuth and Ali in Berlin so together with all our great 
new friends we seem to have a wider circle of family, friends and life is really busy. 


| am planning the Newham College masterclass and competition with St Annes’ School for Girls. Also enjoying 
mentoring Matthew from Oxford Brookes (last session coming up). | have volunteered to assist in a school nu- 
meracy programme via Alan and this will continue for around a year. 


The family tree project plus this Photo History also takes up free time. But is really rewarding. 


Lynn still runs round the park while | swim every morning plus gym on alternate mornings, which together with 
gardening at home and on the allotment keeps us fit. 


No major holidays planned except France with Cyril and Viv in June for a few days plus a promise to take Lynn to 
Italy later this year—nothing booked as yet. 


lam trekking in Nepal with Ivor in November when we take the money | collected to Sikles School in peson be- 
cause transferring by bank seemed to be beset with problems. 


All-in-all a busy and GREAT life 


DP had stayed in Woolacombe (The Watersmeet Hotel) over Xmas and 


Photo History 
loved it so gave us a voucher for a stay here too. It was wonderful 


The weather varied but we were equipped with waterproofs etc and the 
scenery and lack of crowds made it very special...so NO apologies for the 
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many shots that follow. You know my mantra...” it’s my book, so if you don’t 
like the contents..flick through them quickly or close the book”. 


The windswept trees are 
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such a n inspiring sight 
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The beautifully positioned 


old cemetery 
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Mortehoe is a village and former manor on 
the north coast of Devon, England. It lies 
10 miles north-west of Barnstaple, near 
Woolacombe and Lee Bay, and is sited in a 


valley within the hilly sand-dune-like land 


behind Morte Point. The parish population 
at the 2011 census was 1,637 


One of the favourite 


surfing parts of the UK 


Barricane iBeach s a picturesque cove tucked in between the rocks, famous for cow- 
ries and other exotic sea shells. 
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Local folklore says that these shells have travelled off the shore of a Caribbean island 
thousands of miles across the Atlantic to be dropped in near-perfect condition in this 
precious little inlet on the North Devon coast. 
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remarkably like an elephant 
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on the rocks 
gave a special 
dimension 
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pare Tistaty The contents of the rockpools were a kids’ paradise 
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As well as beating famous coastlines in Turkey, Florida and Costa Rica to be voted 
the 13th best beach globally, Woolacombe Beach came fourth across Europe and 
made the top spot in the UK. It is 3 miles (4.8 km) long, sandy, gently sloping and 
faces the Atlantic Ocean near the western limit of the Bristol Channel. We walked in 
sun, rain and wind and on most of the long walk from end to end we were alone 
except for the occasional dog walker. It was fantastic 


No poss 
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Just after | finished this section of The Photo History, Lynn turned on the 
tv and the land on the left was featured on Countryfile with a herd of 


beautiful cattle grazing with special collars on. These contained a device 
that recognised electric cables buried around the edge of the hill so they 
learnt that they would get a mild shock if they ventured across this perim- 
eter. However we saw shots of one steer that got into the water and actu- 
ally body-surfed for ages until they managed to get it ashore. The farmer 


didn’t even know they could swim 
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The wind made fascinating — 


patterns many of which 
looked man-made 
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Watersmeet’s beachfront location, 
looking out onto the North Devon 
coastline and Lundy Island, is simply 
sublime. At the quiet end _ of 
Woolacombe Bay, the hotel has private 
steps that lead onto Combesgate 
Beach, a small, sandy cove that’s fantas- 
tic for body-boarding and rock-pooling, 
but rarely gets busy, even in the height 
of summer. The South West Coastal 
path is just behind Watersmeet, with 
award-winning Woolacombe beach a 
10-minute walk away. 


Great 
food and 
great 
company 
at the 
hotel 
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We met the developer of this 

block and the brothers who de- 
signed and fitted out Blundell’s , 
their stylish restaurant 
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We had lunch in this quirky i UPSTAIRS TO 


restaurant in Ilminster on the wi] IP ROOM | LIBRARY 
way back from Devon. i ' 
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